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AGRICULTURE, NLTRITION, AND
APPROPRIATIONS

inited States Senate acusy -

WASHINGTON, DC 205104502

September 21, 2001

The Honorable Janet Relmquist

Ingpector General :
Department of Health apd Fuman Setvices
Room 5246, Coben Building

330 Independence Avenne, S W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Inspectar General Rehuquist:

1 am interested in assessing the impact of healthcare group purchasing i

(GPOs), and their business practices, on competition and ionovation in the

for medical devices and other healthcare products. To this end, I am writing to inquire as
to the status of your study of the current safe harbars available tnder the Modicare Anti-
Kickback statute (42 CFR 1001.952G)). In pérticular, I am interested in knowing the
results of your review of the administrative fees and other charges curvently being levied
on vendors of healthcare products by GPOs, how GPOs are accounting for these fees and
charges, and whether the assortment of fees and charges are regsonsble or excessive in
light of cuirent foderal laws and regnlations,

In Febtuary 2000, uwmmwmmm
MDMA, raised theso issues in sesponse to the Inspector Genetal's annuel solicitation of
comments on safe harbors to the Anti-Kickback Statute. In an appendix to your
semianmmal report to Congress covering April through September of 2000, your office
ﬁs&sm&m&m&u@tofmlvhgﬁemmm&emmbaphm"
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Would you report to ms, by Ostober 5, 2001, on the statis of your study, and when I
uﬁ@twaﬁnﬂmpmcnﬂwimosﬁaedinmmwmmlm
solicitation for comments? . .

Sincezely, .
PATRICK LEAHY
United States Senator

VERIRONT ORRTEL CORY HELTE MATA, 19 WK CTREIY. SURLINGTON CTXbTs-0ms
FEDERAL EURENG, S00M K33, MDNTICLIS 0/229-009)
O0 DAl TOLLFREE See0e3-0153
CENAYSRAEANYELSAIVSENATS OOV
SRDTE O3 RECVELID PASA



