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Dear Senator Sarbanes:

I am writiag in r2sponse to your Augus: 6% igtter on behalf
of M-. Doug Ears=is. managing directer o= Vecuette, a division of
Greiner Meditech, a Maryvland-based heelth-care supply. Eizm.

Mr. Harris- acdressas che concexn that group puzchasing
crganizations (GPO3; a3<d large medical manufaccurers restrain
trade througn exclusive contracts, thus kavirg a2 regative frmipact
oa competicion and medical inzovazion.

The Deparcmenc s Antizrust Division :s currenily engaged in
aa evaluatior of the compatitive irpact of GPO concsaccing
Pragetices under che federal aatitrusc laws. I kave referred Nz.
Harris’ complainet co che Divisicn‘s Haalsa Care Task Forca Zor
Teview in the contex: of this jarger inQuiry. We are interested
in iearming more about the concerns of sxall manufacturerss, and
it is possible thar Stalif will contact ¥-. Harris by celep:ocre
to irwvite further discussion. :

We appreciate Your interest in anticsust eaforcemens. Thank
you for referring chis R3ttexr to our attemtion. ’



